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was leading a large force near Malegaon in the Baramati
taluka. As the country abounded in game, herds of ante-
lope broke away, startled in front of it. When the troops
had all but reached their camping ground, a young black
buck rose suddenly at the feet of a certain Piraji, an
officer in Balaji Vishvanath's contingent. Piraji with
several troopers raced madly after it. After a long chase,
it took shelter in the tent of Vyasrao, a Brahman clerk of
Chandrasen Jadhav. Piraji demanded that the wretched
beast should be handed over to him. Yyasrao, with a
Brahman's tenderness for animal life, replied that lie could
not do so, as the beast had sought his protection. Baulked
of his prey, Piraji threw his spear at Vyasrao and wound oil
him. Shocked at what he had done, he ran to Balciji
Vishvanath and confessed his crime. Vyasrao complained
to Ohandrasen. The latter required the iuwUmt surrender
of Piraji. Balaji while expressing his reyret at Piraji's
cut, refused to hand him over, claiming that it was for
him to punish his subordinate. The mutual dislike of the
two leaders burst into flame, Chandrasen ordered his
troops to attack Balaji's contingent and to seize Piraji,
Balaji fled with his men to Purandar fort and sought an
asylum of the Pant Sachiv. Chandrasou brought up hte
force and besieging Purandar demanded Balaji ay the price
of peace. The Pant Sachiv, fearing the formidable vengeance
of the young noble, begged Balaji to leave tho furl. At
dead of night the Brahman with his wife, his children,
Ambaji Purandaro and some five hundred horsemen Btole
out of Indra's fortress and fled to the Nira rivor. There
Chandrasen overtook them and killed or dispersed Balaji's
troopers. Balaji and his family accompanied by a faithful
officer, named Pilaji Jadhav, and Ambaji Purandare fled for
their lives to Pandavgad, the fortress which named after
the Pandava heroes of the Mahabharata, still towers over
Wai. From the shelter of Pandavgad, Balaji sent Ambaji
Purandaro to Satara to tell the king what had happened.
Purandare at first approached Govindrao Chitnis, the son